Cutaneous manifestations of malignancy.
Many types of cancer can cause lesions to appear on the skin. Cutaneous manifestations may be primary or secondary to an underlying malignancy. Skin lesions may appear prior to the onset of systemic malignancy or they may occur concurrently or following an established diagnosis. The purpose of this review is to educate medical providers about several types of pediatric malignancies that can present with cutaneous findings. The primary focus of this review will be cutaneous features of leukemias, lymphomas, neuroblastoma, some sarcomas, and Langerhans cell histiocytosis. A wide range of cutaneous manifestations have been reported in systemic malignancies of children. In addition to providing a description of more typical features of skin lesions associated with these conditions, this review will summarize a few recent case reports of pediatric malignancies with unusual cutaneous presentations. Systemic malignancy can present with a variety of cutaneous manifestations. Given that accurate, prompt diagnosis of malignancy can have tremendous prognostic significance, it is imperative that clinicians are familiar with features of skin lesions that may be seen in this setting.